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Executive Summary 

Twenty-six sandy beaches of Three Hummock Island (Tasmania) were surveyed by two 

coastal bird experts from BirdLife Australia to gather baseline data for the project ‘Creation of 

a Hooded Plover stronghold’ by the Cradle Coast Authority (CCA). These baseline surveys 

were undertaken over four days in December 2019 by Grainne Maguire and Dan Lees from 

BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds team. Survey conditions were ideal, with low winds, 

no rain and mild to warm temperatures. 

Road accessible beaches were initially searched on foot over two days (7th and 9th December), 

with repeat surveys to highly accessible beaches over four days (Golden beach and 

Homestead beach). On several walking surveys, observers were accompanied by Taylor 

Stevens and Jesse Siebler, the Island Managers. On the 8th December, observers surveyed 

inaccessible beaches by boat. Starting from Mermaid Bay on the North-eastern tip of the 

island and ending at the southern end of Homestead beach, all coves on the eastern and 

southern coastlines representing potentially viable habitat were searched from the boat using 

binoculars. Where birds were sighted or larger beaches were present, observers accessed 

beaches to continue the survey on foot.  

A total of 28 Hooded Plovers were observed but this includes resampling, with the population 

estimated to be between 21-24 adult Hooded Plovers. Two sites were confirmed to have 

actively nesting Hooded Plovers (new nest with one egg at the eastern end of Homestead 

beach and a nest with three eggs on Mermaid Bay beach that was approximately halfway 

through nesting phase). Adult birds demonstrated suggestive behaviour at three further sites 

(West Telegraph Beach, Burgess Point and Golden Beach) and two advanced nest scrapes 

were found on Golden beach.  

Sooty and Pied Oystercatchers were the other two shorebird species observed on the island, 

with no other resident or migratory shorebirds observed using the sandy beaches. Two Sooty 

Oystercatcher pairs were confirmed as breeding. A nest with one chick and one egg in the 

process of hatching on Homestead beach and a nest with two eggs on Golden beach were 

observed. We also suspect a hidden Pied Oystercatcher chick on East Telegraph beach given 

the adult pair’s highly protective behaviour demonstrated on our approach.  

 

About the Project 

Hooded Plovers are excellent indicators of coastal health, and a flagship for engaging 

communities or decision makers in actions that enhance the health of the coastline. Hatching 

success and chick survival are directly impacted by a range of coastal pressures including 

introduced predators (foxes and cats) and superabundant native predators (ravens and gulls), 

human disturbance, off leash dogs and tidal inundation which is intensified by loss of habitats 

from weed invasions. Adult survival is high but key introduced threats include introduced 

predators, superabundant native predators, vehicle strike, entanglement, oiling, disease and 

poor body condition related to high disturbance rates.  

 

The Hooded Plover, an iconic coastal species, has been the focus of BirdLife Australia’s Beach-

nesting bird project since 2006. The species is listed as threatened nationally under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999, and is one of the 

twenty threatened Australian birds of focus within the Federal Government’s Threatened 

Species Strategy.  Improving breeding success and population recruitment is a key recovery 

objective and has been demonstrated to successfully halt the decline in Hooded Plover numbers 

in Victoria.  
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Three Hummock Island will be the focus of intensive efforts to eradicate cats and carry out 

targeted weed (Sea Spurge) control and marine debris removal in the next four years. This 

presents an opportunity to assess indicator species such as the Hooded Plover before and after 

investment in mitigating key threats to the species. We are proposing to survey all suitable 

habitat for Hooded Plovers on the island and to count the adults present, as well as to carry 

out a rapid assessment of threats and habitat for each sighting location to better understand 

the health of the population. We will also attempt to determine whether any of the birds sighted 

are actively breeding or attempting to breed, as numbers of breeding pairs are the best 

measure for assessing the size of the local population.  

 

The first survey of this project was carried out in December 2019 by Grainne Maguire and Dan 

Lees from BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds team, with 15- and 5-years experience 

working with Hooded Plovers, respectively. Taylor Stevens and Jesse Siebler, the Island 

Managers, also accompanied BirdLife Australia staff on several surveys. This document and 

supporting materials provide a summary of survey results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hooded Plover pair, Golden Beach (Grainne Maguire) 
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Methods and Survey Area 

Grainne Maguire and Dan Lees from BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds team surveyed 

all major beaches on Three Hummock island from 7th to 10th of December 2019. Survey 

conditions were ideal, with low winds, no rain and mild to warm temperatures. In total, 26 

beaches were visited (and in some cases, revisited) over four days as shown on the map in 

figure 1.  

The road accessible beaches (namely East Telegraph, Homestead beach, Golden beach, West 

Telegraph, 5 sisters and Burgess point) were searched on foot, with observers walking at a 

slow pace along the water’s edge and searching the beach from the water to the dune with 

binoculars. Homestead beach and Golden beach were both highly accessible to the 

homestead, so that they were repeatedly surveyed on multiple days (see Appendix 1). On 

several walking surveys, observers were accompanied by Jessie and Taylor, the Island 

Managers.  

Beaches that were inaccessible by road, including Mermaid bay and all cove beaches on the 

Eastern and Southern sides of the island with the exception of East Telegraph and Homestead 

beach, were accessed by boat on the 8th of December and additional observers present 

included Taylor Stevens and boat operators, Keith and Alex. All cove beaches that 

represented potential habitat, that is had a sandy substrate, were searched from the boat 

using binoculars from an approximate distance of 80 metres maximum. Where birds were 

sighted or where a larger beach (i.e. more than 100 metres wide) was present, observers 

would go across in the Zodiac and then survey on foot. Additional notes for each survey site 

are given in the table in Appendix 1.  

In addition to surveying the birds, observers searched suitable areas of beach and dune for 

signs of nesting. During courtship and laying phases, the birds may have scrapes and nests 

with partial clutches present that they are not yet incubating. Detecting these early nesting 

stages requires a thorough search of suitable nesting habitat. This led to the discovery of 

Hooded Plover scrapes and one nest in the early laying phase. Otherwise, adult behaviours 

can be used to detect nesting or chicks, with aggression towards other birds, leading 

behaviour or distraction displays, and for the case of oystercatcher species, loud calling and 

aerial circling behaviours can all indicate nests or chicks. If these behaviours were observed, 

the areas were searched for nests or chicks. Where nests with eggs were located, these were 

floated to assess the age of the eggs and approximate hatch date. 

Another key aim of the Three Hummock Island surveys was to capture and band a subset of 

birds for a) assisting with determining population size through tagging of individuals and b) 

collection of genetic samples to contribute to a study of the Eastern population genetic 

variation. Birds were caught using a specialised noose carpet under Department of Primary 

Industries, Parks, Water and Environment permit number TFA-19170. Further detail of 

banded birds is given in the results section and Appendix A.  
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Figure 1.  

Three Hummock 

Island survey 

sites.  

As described in 

the text, sites on 

the eastern and 

southern coasts 

were surveyed 

by boat apart 

from those that 

were accessible 

by road (East 

Telegraph and 

Rainbow bay). 

Sightings by boat 

at Mermaid Bay 

and Beach 7 

were verified 

through surveys 

on foot. 

Please see 

Methods section 

of this report for 

further 

information. 

 



 

 5 

Results 

Species Counts 

Hooded Plover and other coastal bird counts 

In total, we observed 28 Hooded Plovers over four days. However, this included double 

counts due to re-sampling multiple beaches on different days. The population is estimated to 

be between 21 and 24 adult birds, depending on whether the Hooded Plovers using Golden 

beach also utilise Homestead beach. Golden Beach was surveyed three times in total. On one 

visit, three Hooded Plovers were sighted, on the second visit, no birds and on the third visit, 

two Hooded Plovers. It is suspected that the birds using this beach may also use Homestead 

beach. Further observations of banded birds or simultaneous surveys of Homestead and 

Golden beach will assist with determining whether these are the same birds being double 

counted.  

The island’s sandy beaches seem to hold most habitat value for the Hooded Plover compared 

to all other coastal bird species sighted. There were sightings of 12 Australian Pied 

Oystercatchers and 13 Sooty Oystercatchers. The island’s rocky beaches, headlands and 

small rocky islets are likely to be of great habitat value to Sooty Oystercatchers, however as 

this species was not the primary target species for surveys, we only have a snapshot of how 

valuable the island is to them.  

No other resident (including Red-capped Plovers) or migratory shorebirds were sighted during 

the surveys. Only one crested tern was observed on Homestead beach, but no other tern 

species were sighted.  

Another key coastal species regularly detected during surveys was the White-bellied Sea-

Eagle. A total of 8 were sighted during surveys, and in addition, they were regularly seen 

across the island during non-survey periods. One Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle was sighted 

at Beach 3 during the surveys. 

Table 1. Number of adults of each key coastal bird species observed during surveys. 
Adult counts that have been adjusted due to numerous sightings of the same birds are displayed 
in red text.   
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Australian Pied Oystercatcher 1       2   5     4 12 

Hooded Plover    3 2 1 3 8 2 2 3 24 

Sooty Oystercatcher   1   2   2 2 2 4   13 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle   1     2  1 4       8 
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Juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Homestead beach (Grainne Maguire) 

 

 

Evidence of Breeding 

Two sites were confirmed to have actively nesting Hooded Plovers (Table 2). A new nest with 

one egg was found at the far eastern end of Homestead beach and an advanced nest with 3 

eggs that were floating at halfway through nesting stage on Mermaid Bay beach (Figure 3).  

Adult Hooded Plovers were demonstrating suggestive behaviour at three further sites (West 

Telegraph Beach, Burgess Point and Golden Beach) and two advanced nest scrapes were 

located on Golden Beach (Figures 3 and 4). On West Telegraph Beach, the adult Hooded 

Plover that was leading observers, flew inland over the dune towards the large blowout that 

shows on satellite imagery. We suspect that this dune could be used for nesting as this 

species is known to nest in large blowouts at distances of 600m and more from the beach.  

On Burgess Point beach, we initially sighted a lone Hooded Plover individual which was 

leading, and suspected its partner may be on a nest. As we returned to the access point, the 

lone bird had joined its partner. We had a search for the nest but couldn’t locate it. During 

banding of one of these individuals, we noted that the bird weighed more than average 

weight and had an egg-shaped abdomen. We suspect this was the female and the birds were 

in the laying phase. 
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Three birds on Golden beach, calling, posturing. Scrapes were present on this beach. Suspect an intruder 
had joined the pair in this scenario. 
 

 
Two Hooded Plover scrapes on Golden Beach 
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Hooded Plover nest at far eastern end of Homestead beach 
 

 
Close up of Hooded Plover nest on Homestead Beach 



 

 9 

 
Hooded Plover nest on Mermaid Bay beach 

 
Hooded Plover nest on Mermaid Bay beach 

 
Two Sooty Oystercatcher pairs were confirmed as breeding, one at the far eastern end of 

Homestead Beach, which was in the process of hatching when discovered on the 7th Dec (and 

resighted on the 8th Dec from the boat, with one chick now out of the nest), and the second 

pair on Golden Beach, which had an advanced nest with two eggs approximately two thirds 

through its nesting phase. We also observed a Pied Oystercatcher pair that was highly 

protective on East Telegraph beach, and we suspect the pair had hidden chick/s when they 

spotted us approaching. 
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Sooty Oystercatcher nest, egg hatching and chick already hatched 
 

 
Sooty Oystercatcher nest on Golden Beach 
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Sooty Oystercatcher nest at Golden Beach. 
 

 
Pair of nesting Sooty Oystercatchers at Golden Beach. 
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Table 2.  Non-breeding activity (count represents number of adults) and breeding activity for key coastal 
species on Three Hummock Island (excluding White-bellied Sea Eagles). Counts are summarised for each 
species and also broken down by survey site.  

Species common name 

Adults with 
non-
breeding 
activity 
(individual 
count) 

Pairs with breeding or nesting activity (pair count) 

Chicks 
sighted 

Nest (with 
eggs) 

Scrape 
(no eggs) 

Suspect 
chicks 

Suspect 
nest 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 10       1   

5 sisters 1      

East Telegraph Beach     1  

Homestead Beach 5      

West Telegraph 4      

Hooded Plover 14*   2 1   2 

Beach 7 3      

Burgess Point      1 

East Telegraph Beach 1      

Golden Beach    1*   

Homestead Beach 6*  1    

Mermaid Bay   1    

Rainbow Bay 2      

West Telegraph 2     1 

Sooty Oystercatcher 5 1* 1* 1   2 

Beach 3 1      

Burgess Point      1 

Golden Beach   1*    

Homestead Beach 2 1*     

Mermaid Bay    1   

Rainbow Bay 2     1 

Grand Total 29 1 3 2 1 4 

* Note: These counts have been amended to account for duplicated sightings occurring over 

multiple days.  

 

 



 

 

13 

 

 

 

Figure 2.  

Three Hummock 

Island sightings 

with breeding 

status.  

Please find the 

key to map 

symbols on the 

following page.  
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Key for Figure 2. 

Species common name, breeding behaviour 

  

 

Banding Results 

A total of seven Hooded Plovers were caught and banded between the 8th and 10th of 

December 2019. A small blood sample for genetic analysis was taken for all seven captured 

birds and a summary of the location and breeding activity of the banded birds is given in 

Table 3 below. 

Originally the intention was to flag captured birds with individually identifiable blue engraved 

leg flags. However, the usual supplier of flags altered their manufacturer and we were only 

able to find one flag in the batch that had been sent that was suitable for fitting. The first 

individual captured (Homestead beach) was given a flag (blue H6 on right tibia) as well as a 

metal band.  

Table 3. Breeding status capture site and number of banded Hooded Plovers.  

Site Survey 
Name 

Breeding Status 

Nest with 
eggs 

Scrapes Suspect 
nest 

Non-
breeding 

Grand 
Total 

Burgess Point   1  1 

Golden Beach  1   1 

Homestead 
beach 

   1 1 

Mermaid Bay 2    2 

Rainbow Bay    1 1 

Beach 7    1 1 

Grand Total 2 1 1 2 7 
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Figure 3.  

Three Hummock 

Island  hooded 

plover banding 

locations.  

Banding locations 

are represented 

by a yellow 

asterisk ( ).  
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Homestead Beach adult Homestead beach adult missing toenail, suspect some 

prior injury or entanglement 

  

Homestead Beach adult with blue leg flag Releasing Homestead beach adult 
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Mermaid Bay beach adult 1 Mermaid Bay beach adult 2 

  

Adults Mermaid Bay beach 

 

Taylor releasing adult on Mermaid Bay beach 
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Rainbow Bay (Big rock beach) Rainbow Bay (Big rock beach), Taylor, Alex and Dan 

with hoodie 

 

 

Bird with egg on board Golden beach adult 

 



 

 19 

Threat Assessments 

The table below summarises threats for Hooded Plovers sightings.  
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East Telegraph beach 4 1 - TRUE TRUE -  

Homestead beach 4 - 1 TRUE - TRUE  

Mermaid Bay 2 1 - TRUE - -  

Beach 7 2 1 - - - -  

Rainbow Bay - - - TRUE - -  

Burgess Point - 1 - - - -  

West Telegraph Beach 3 - - TRUE TRUE -  

Golden Beach - 1 0 TRUE - - 1 

TOTAL 15 4 1 8 2 1 1 

 

Human disturbance threat factors were not recorded for any survey sites. This is expected as 

there were no other visitors staying on the island. Visitation rates are likely to be typically low 

and mostly confined to the beaches closest to the homestead. In good boating conditions, 

there may be boats landing on some of the other beaches, but this is likely to be infrequent. 

Evidence of introduced predators (cats) was not recorded during any of the surveys in 

December 2019, however it is worth noting that feral cats have been previously detected on 

the island in low numbers (Cradle Coast NRM team and Biosecurity Tasmania 2018). 

Superabundant native predators (gulls in particular) were the most prominent threat 

recorded. Birds of Prey were recorded at 3 beaches (Homestead beach, Burgess Point and 

Golden beach). Furthermore, possum tracks were found at Rainbow Bay survey site.  

Most beaches (excluding East Telegraph beach) had heavy to moderate vegetation with 

marram grass being recorded as the most prominent invasive weed. Marram Grass is known 

to limit nesting habitat availability (invading the foredune and dune system so that there is 

no bare sand available for nesting), as well as to steepen the foredune and beach over time. 

Sea spurge was recorded at 3 beaches (East Telegraph Beach, 5 Sisters Beach and West 

Telegraph Beach), two of which were associated with Hooded Plover sightings (on East 

Telegraph and West Telegraph Beach). 
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Example of Marram Grass along Homestead beach 

 

Example of Sea Spurge along West Telegraph beach 
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Concluding Statement 

Three Hummock Island offers relatively pristine habitat for breeding Hooded Plovers and 

supports a population of between 21-24 individuals. There are three large beaches 

(Homestead, East Telegraph and West Telegraph) on the island, however Homestead beach 

seems to support the most individuals. In addition, medium-sized cove beaches, usually with 

rocky platforms available for foraging, are utilised by breeding pairs, a number of which had 

evidence of nesting. We also observed multiple nesting Sooty Oystercatcher pairs, with the 

island offering abundant rocky beach habitat, which is the preferred habitat of this species. 

The island had low numbers of Pied Oystercatchers, and no other species of shorebirds were 

observed on the beaches and estuaries.  

Threats to breeding Hooded Plovers were mainly in the form of avian predators, which are 

natural predators of the nests and chicks, and sometimes the adults. During our visit we did 

not detect cat prints where we observed the birds, however cats have been observed on the 

island and represent a potential predator. Human disturbance is likely to be very low. The 

other key threat to Hooded Plovers is the future availability of nesting habitat. Marram grass 

invasions are already limiting habitat availability and will continue to threaten the persistence 

of the population, particularly on Homestead beach. Sea Spurge is another weed that was 

prevalent particularly on West Telegraph beach. 

 

 
Homestead Beach (Grainne Maguire)
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Supporting materials 

Resource Title File type and Description 

BirdLife Aus_Three Hummock Island 

Report_Jan2020 

Word Document (.docx) 

Report from initial survey trip to Three 

Hummock Island in December 2020.  

SURVEY SITE DATA 

GADM_Circular_head_Tas.shp Shapefile (.shp) 

Administrative boundary for Three Hummock 

Island. 

Three_Humm_sites_label_POINTS Shapefile (.shp) 

Point shapefile representing beaches and 

survey sites (used to create figures 1 and 2). 

Three_Humm_sites_label_POLYLINE Shapefile (.shp) 

Polyline shapefile represent major beaches and 

survey sites (used to create figures 1 and 2). 

3HumSitesKey02 600dpi image (.jpeg), EMF (.emf) and PDF 

(.pdf) 

Image file used for figure 1. 

3HumSitesSATKey02 600dpi image (.jpeg), EMF (.emf) and PDF 

(.pdf) 

Figure 1 with satellite base map (instead of 

plain base map).  

BIRD SIGHTING, BANDING AND THREAT DATA 

Three_Hum_sighting_data_FINAL Excel workbook (.xlsx) 

Data from species sightings and banding 

including threat assessments.  

Three_Hum_Sightings01 Shapefile (.shp), Layer file (.lyr) 

Shapefile used to create figures for coastal 

species and breeding status (duplicate sightings 

removed). 

Three_Humm_Sightings_Breeding 600dpi image (.jpeg) and PDF (.pdf) 

Image file used for figure 2.  

HoodieBanding01 600dpi image (.jpeg) and PDF (.pdf) 

Image file used for figure 3.  

HoodieSightings14 600dpi image (.jpeg) and PDF (.pdf) 

Image file of hoodie sightings.  
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Appendix 1 

A record of site surveys in sequential order, highlighting coastal species sightings and noting duplicated sightings. 

Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

7 Dec 2019 (Surveys on foot) 

East Telegraph 
Beach 
  

On foot  Hooded Plover 1 adult No breeding No Single bird, foraging water's edge, 
moved north, then south again.  

 

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Suspect 
chicks 

No Lots of calling, suspect have hidden 
chick/s in grass.  

 

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

2 adults No breeding No   

Homestead Beach  On foot Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding No   

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

2 adults No breeding No   

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding Yes   

Crested Tern 1 adult No breeding No   

Hooded Plover 3 adults No breeding No Caught and banded one adult.  1 adult 

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

1 adult No breeding No   

Hooded Plover 3 adults No breeding Yes Foraging along spit.  
Sighted 2 birds here also on the 10th 
Dec. 

 

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

1 adult No breeding No Immature.   

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding No 
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Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

Hooded Plover 2 adults Nest (with 
one egg) 

No  Pair leading. Nest on upper beach. 
Float zero indicating recently laid. 
Becoming wind filled. 

 

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

1 adult No breeding No 
 

 

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Chicks 
sighted 

Yes 1 egg hatching, 1 chick in scrape still, 
hiding near rocks. 
One breeding pair total on 
homestead beach. Sighted 7 Dec on 
foot and Resighted 8 Dec from boat. 

 

8 Dec 2019 

Mermaid Bay Boat with ground 
truthing on foot 

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

3 adults Scrape (no 
eggs) 

No 
 

 

Hooded Plover 2 adults Nest (3 eggs) No  Viewed from boat adult incubating 
and then doing distraction display to 
gulls on beach at western cove. We 
landed, pair went east to rocks at far 
end of beach.  
We herded and banded pair.  

2 adults 

Beach 2 Boat Survey Only  
   

No sightings.  

Beach 3 Boat Survey Only White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

1 adult No breeding No   

Wedgetail Eagle 1 adult No breeding No   

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

1 adult No breeding No Seen on rocky outcrop south of 
beach 3. 

 

Beach 4 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 5 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 6 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  
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Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

Beach 7 Boat with ground 
truthing on foot 

Hooded Plover 3 adults No breeding 
 

Three adults flew in from spit. Ran 
and showed some aggression, 
suspect pair chasing off third. 
Banded 1 adult. 
Site previously 'unnamed beach 
south of Three Gullies Bay' or 'Bird 
Capture'. Renamed on report to 
'Beach 7'. 

1 adult 

Beach 8 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 9 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 10 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Dead Man's Gulch Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Rainbow Bay Boat with ground 
truthing on foot 

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Suspect Nest No 
 

 

Hooded Plover 2 adults No breeding No Foraging along spit. One caught and 
banded 

1 adult 

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding No Site identifiable by unique rock 
feature mid beach. Renamed on 
report to 'Rainbow Bay'.  

 

Beach 13 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 14 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 15 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 16 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 17 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 18 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 19 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  

Beach 20 Boat Survey Only  
  

 No sightings.  
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Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

Homestead Beach Boat Survey Only Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Chick sighted Yes Viewed adults with one chick 
standing on edge of rocks near 
where they nested, couldn't see a 
second chick. 
One breeding pair total on 
homestead beach. Sighted 7 Dec on 
foot and 8 Dec by boat. 

 

Golden Beach 
 

On foot Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Nest (with 
eggs) 

Yes Float at 90 down and 90 mid. Bird 
flushed off nest. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted once on 8th, 9th and 
10th Dec. 

 

Hooded Plover 3 adults Scrape (no 
eggs) 

Yes Two scrapes on beach. Group of 
three birds calling and flew towards 
me, landed and ran towards me. Lots 
of leading behaviour. Perhaps one 
bird was an intruder. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted 3 birds 8th Dec, no 
birds on 9 Dec and a pair on 10th Dec. 

 

9 Dec 2019        

5 sisters On foot Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

1 adult No breeding No 
 

 

Burgess Point On foot Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Suspect nest No Calling around high rocks, too 
difficult to search 

 

Hooded Plover 2 adults Suspect nest No Single bird foraging on small cove 
beach to west. Then returned to 
eastern point of this beach around 
rocks and it has joined partner. 

1 adult 
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Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

Herded and captured 1 bird, egg on 
board. Couldn't find nest. 

West Telegraph On foot  Hooded Plover 2 adults No breeding No Lots of courting behaviour observed  

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding No   

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults No breeding No   

Hooded Plover 1 adult Suspect nest No Flew towards dune, possible nest in 
dune.  

 

Golden Beach  On foot Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Nest (with 
eggs) 

Yes Bird incubating, came off nest. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted once on 8th, 9th and 
10th Dec. 

 

Hooded Plover 0 Scrape (no 
eggs) 

Yes No birds seen on this visit here but 
two scrapes on beach. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted 3 birds 8th Dec, no 
birds on 9 Dec and a pair on 10th Dec. 

 

10 Dec 2019        

Homestead Beach On foot Hooded Plover 2 adults No breeding Yes Tried to capture but birds flew east. 
Sighted 7 Dec and 10 Dec on foot. 

 

Golden Beach 
 

On foot Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

2 adults Nest (with 
eggs) 

Yes Bird incubating, came off nest. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted once on 8th, 9th and 
10th Dec. 
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Site Survey Name Survey Method Common name Count Breeding/ 
nesting 

Duplicate 
sighting? 

Notes Banding 
(count) 

Hooded Plover 2 adults Scrape (no 
eggs) 

Yes Pair present and leading. Captured 
and banded one of the adults. 
One breeding pair total on Golden 
beach. Sighted 3 birds 8th Dec, no 
birds on 9 Dec and a pair on 10th Dec. 

1 adult 

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

1 adult No breeding No   
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Habitat Photos 

East Telegraph 
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Homestead beach 

  

  

  

Beach before spit  Spit at low tide, where shallow channels are exposed 

and become ideal foraging habitat 
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Mid beach offers ideal nesting and foraging habitat Marram grass is dominant on the dunes of 

Homestead Beach 

  

  

Hooded Plover territory, far eastern end Homestead 

Beach 

End of beach where Sooty Oystercatcher nest/chick 

was found 
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Sooty Oystercatcher nest mid hatching 
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Dead Man’s Gulch 

  

 

Beach before East Telegraph 

 

Beaches 17-20 (east of where Homestead beach ends) 
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Mermaid Bay beach 

  

  

 



 

 36 

Beach 7 (south of Mermaid Bay beach) 

  

 

Rainbow Bay 
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5 Sisters Beach 

  

Burgess Point (spot where bird had egg on board) 
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West Telegraph 

  

  
 


